Class Expectations for American Government

 Mr. Moeller's American Government class


This is the study of the structure of United States governments.  This is a graduation requirement.  The course of study is one semester in length and follows the California State Standards.  The course objectives will enable you to understand:

· basic theories of government

· the function of the separation of power in our government 

· political behavior, polling, and voting

· political ideology, parties, interests

· government agencies

· current issues - local, state, and national

· critical thinking skills you need in a democratic society

You will meet these objectives through a variety of activities including: 

reading: textbook, newspapers, magazines, other readings,

video

research:  reference books, texts, internet

lectures, discussions

student presentations


I look forward to an action packed, knowledge packed semester and I look forward to getting to know all of you.  If you need help or have any questions please don't hesitate to see me before school, before the tardy bell, after class, at lunch, or after school.

Contact Information

Website: moellerhistory.weebly.com  (can access through the school website)

e-mail:  emoeller@eduhsd.k12.ca.us or Call 677-2281 ext. 2359
Grades will be determined using the following criteria:
Homework/Class work

Tests/Quizzes

Final Examination

A standard grading scale will be used unless otherwise noted.

Participation

Participation will be will evaluated by the teacher based upon effort, improved individual performance, and participation in class activities.  This will be taken into consideration at the end of each grading period for those who are straddling between grades.

Homework/Class work
Homework and Class work will be given regularly.

LATE WORK OPTION:   
If you are unable to complete an assignment on time you have the option of turning in the assignment late for HALF CREDIT.  The assignments can only be completed from the CURRENT UNIT OF STUDY. Once the unit ends, the window of opportunity for turning in late work for that unit closes.  Students will NOT receive “bail out” extra credit assignments for missed/late work.  The way to be successful in U.S. Government is to consistently attend class and complete the assigned work on time.
Make-up work for excused absences is the student's responsibility. Two days will be given for each excused day absent. Vacations are not excused absences.  Tests must be made up by appointment and must be taken within three days upon return.
Evaluation
Tests


Tests will follow most units and you may expect both subjective and objective questions.  We will discuss the format before each test. Make-up tests will be given for excused absences only and it is your responsibility to schedule a Make-up Test
Make-up Tests
If you miss a unit test the make-up test will consist of 3 full essays that cover the same material as the original test.  You are to complete this at school.
Final Examination

The Final Examination shall be cumulative for the semester.  Expect both objective and subjective questions.

We will review before the big test.

Academic Integrity

Cheating on assignments and/or tests will not be tolerated.  Students are not allowed to complete assignments together unless the teacher so instructs.  Talking during quizzes and tests, "cheat notes", or looking at another student's work will result in a 0 grade with no make-up opportunity.  A second infraction of any of the above will result in an assigned F for the semester.

Classroom Behavior

Class rules are based upon mutual respect.  Your goal is to be attentive students and my goal is to be your dedicated teacher.  We will all behave in such a manner so that we can achieve our goals.

I look forward to teaching you.  If you have any questions at all please see me before school or after school.

Make-up and Absence Procedures


If you are absent it is your responsibility to get the make-up work.  The procedures below should be followed precisely.

1. Go to my website to check what we did (calendar) and get necessary materials (Unit Material section of the website)
2.  Upon entering the room look at the signs on the wall above the side table.  Find the appropriate trays for handouts.  Starting in the top tray and working down, take any handouts you haven't received.

3.  Look at the front board and add any new assignments to your assignment sheet.

4.  Ask someone in class for an explanation of what we worked on in class.  Ask that person for the warm-up question you missed.

5.
If you still need more information or detailed information see Mr. Moeller before the tardy bell rings, after class, at lunch or after school.  Not during class! 
6.
a.
If an assignment was turned in while you were out then turn in your assignment into the make-up tray; it is your responsibility to turn in work due on the day of your absence the day you return.


b.
Turn in your make-up work into the Make-up tray.  If you did not know about the assignment then you have two days for every day you were absent, if it was excused.


All make-up work is your responsibility and it's more work for you.  You also miss important discussions and other information when you are absent.  Keep your absences to emergencies only!
I have read and understood the guidelines for this class.

Student Signature ______________________________________  Date:  __________________

Parent Signature  _______________________________________  Date:  _________________ 

