~ Cultural Differences in Warfare
Fugene B, Sledge
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he Japanese fought by a code they
: thought was right: bushido. The
[ code of the warrior: no surrender.
You don't really comprehend it until you
get out there and fight people who are
faced with an absolutely hopeless situation
and will not give up. If you tried to help
one of the Japanese, he'd usually detonate
a grenade and kill himself as well as you.
To be captured was a disgrace. . . .
Toward the end of the Okinawa cam-
paign, we found this emaciated Japanese
in the bunk of what may have been a field
hospital. We were on a patrol. There had
been torrential rains for two weeks. The
foxholes were filled with water. This Jap
didn't have but a G-string on him. About
ninety pounds. Pitiful. This buddy of mine
picked him up and carried him out. Laid
him out in the mud. There was no other
place to put him.
We were sittin' on our helmets waitin’
for the medical corpsman to check him
i out. He was very docile. We figured he
153 couldn’t get up. Suddenly he pulled a
Japanese grenade out of his G-string. He
jerked the pin out and hit it on his fist to
pop open the cap. He was gonna make
hamburger of me and my buddy and him-
self. [ yelled, “Look out!” So my buddy
said, “You son of a bitch, if that's how you
feel about it"—he pulled out his .45 and
ublici- : shot him right between the eyes. . . .
d You developed an attitude of no
mercy because they had no mercy on us.
It was a no-quarter, savage kind of thing.
At Peleliu, it was the first time I was close
€nough to see one of their faces. This Jap
had been hit. One of my buddies was field-
stripping him for souvenirs. I must admit
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«Don’t Hesitate to Fight the Japs Dirty”

Ajter the German surrender, the Allies concentrated all their efforts on
defeating Japan. Eugene B. Sledge, known to his Marine comrades as
wgledgehammer,” describes the cultural—and racial—differences between
how Americans fought the Germans and the Japanese.

it really bethered me, the guys dragging
him around like a carcass. I was just hor-
rified. This guy had been a human being.
It didn't take me long to overcome that feel-
ing. Alot of
my buddies
hit, the
fatigue, the
stress. After
a while, the
veneer of civi-
lization wore
pretty thin.
This
hatred toward
the Japanese
was just a
natural feel-
ing that
developed ele-
mentally.
Our attitude
toward the
Japanese was
different than
the one we
had toward
the Germans. My brother who was with
the Second Infantry Division in the Battle
of the Bulge, wounded three times, said
when things were hopeless for the Ger-
mans, they surrendered. 1 have heard
many guys who fought in Europe who said
the Germans were damn good soldiers. We
hated the hell of having to fight ‘em. When
they surrendered, they were guys just like
us. With the Japanese, it was not that
way.
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About 400 Navajo “code talkers” contributed to
Allied victories (n the Pacific by transmitting
military messages in code made up of Navajo
words, a code the Japanese never broke.

Our drill instructor at boot camp
would tell us, “You're not going to Europe;
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you're going to the Pacific. Don't hesitate said, “Sledgehammer, what are you doing?”
to fight the Japs dirty. Most Americans, I says, “Doc. I'm gonna get me some gold he
from the time they're kids, are taught not teeth.” He said (very softly), “You don't Ci
to hit below the belt. It's not sportsman- want to do that.” 1 said, "All the other guys rich Th
like. Well, nobody has taught the Japs are doin’ it.” He says, “What would your derf and
that, and war ain't sport. Kick him in the folks think?" I said, “Gosh, my dad is a rr ul opj
balls before he kicks you in yours.” medical doctor back in Mobile; he might gefa_ltesf ¢
I've seen guys shoot Japanese think it's interesting.” He said, “Well, you Ign Isit's,
wounded when it really was not necessary ~ might get germs.” I said, “I hadn’t thought any peo
and knock gold teeth out of their mouths. of that, Doc.” In retrospect, I realized Ken - ;l‘hat
Most of them had gold teeth. [ remember Castle wasn't worried about germs. He the }\Jrfx:e 1
one time at Peleliu, I thought I'd collect just didn't want me to take another step [Albert y.
gold teeth. One of my buddies carried a toward abandoning all concepts of decency. We b ]tEn
bunch of ‘em in a sock. What you did is I saw this Jap machine-gunner allowe?j or
you took your K-bar, a [seven-inch] fighting squattin' on the ground. One of our oin ed to
knife. We all had one because they'd creep ~ Browning automatic riflemen had killed going to los
into your foxhole at night. We were on Half him. Took the top of his skull off. It divi deg was
Moon Hill in Okinawa about ten days. It rained all that night. This Jap gunner Project » hig
happened every night. didn't fall over for some reason. He was make ti’l. 0
The way you extracted gold teeth was ~ just sitting upright in front of the machine bomb €m
by putting the tip of the blade on the tooth  gun. His arms were down at his sides. His of us s. We
of the dead Japanese—I've seen guys do it  eyes were wide open. It had rained all B .
to wounded ones—and hit the hilt of the night and the rain had collected inside of takab] Y Def
knife to knock the tooth loose. How could his skull. threa ty Th
American boys do this? If you're reduced We were just sittin’ around on our bomb ’ Th €
to savagery by a situation, anything’s pos- helmets, waiting to be relieved. [ noticed The s : f-:y
sible. When [Charles] Lindbergh made a this buddy of mine just flippin’ chunks of the i,v oallc(ij' V
trip to the Philippines, he was horrified at coral into the skull about three feet away. Even ier. Ti
the way American Gls talked about the Every time he'd get one in there, it'd ' the peac €rm
Japanese. It was so savage. We were splash. It reminded me of a child throwin Powe I'fule' be
pebbles into a puddle. [t was just so un- Wha‘r:;;

savages.

real. There was nothing malicious in his
action. This was just a mild-mannered kid
who was now a twentieth-century savage.
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When I leaned [over] to make the
extraction, as the troops used to say, this
navy medic, Doc Castle, God bless his soul,

“A Terrible Thing Had Been Unleashed”

Working on the Manhattan Project

Philip Morrison
. W
The United States faced the prospect of a long and costly war against Su?: :}’P(
de the decision ! I, The Ty

Japan. President Harry Truman, FDR’s successor, ma _
use a newly developed weapon, the atomic bomb, to hasten the end @

war. In August 1945, Japan surrendered after the United States dropP : ther sy
atornic bombs on the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. , oi(:l to see

Known as the Manhattan Project, the U.S. effort to build an atomie dn't ;‘:“S u
weapon before the Germans did so cost $2 billion and employed hund . ;;11;

of scientists. Philip Morrison was one of those scientists.



