Overhead Transparency Master KX

Guidelines for Writing Haiku

Imagine you are a Japanese-American poet interned during
World War II.

1. Write a haiku about the internment experience, based on one of
the four scenes you viewed and the quotes you heard. Use the
information you recorded on Student Handout 3.3C to generate
ideas for your haiku.

2. Your haiku must contain three lines consisting of 17 syllables:
5 in the first line, 7 in the second, and 5 in the third.

3. Your haiku must be written in the present tense. It should use
words to paint an image that helps the reader imagine the scene

and understand its mood.

4. You must illustrate your haiku with at least two drawings,
graphic symbols, or pictures.
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Examples of Haiku

Mountain snow loosens
rivulets of tears. Washed stones,
forgotten clearing.

—from Farewell to Manzanar

Beautiful gardens
Amidst barren nothingness
Crying to be free.

—High school student

Bitter winter snow
Bleak encampment of sorrow
A cold, white prison.

—Teachers’ Curriculum Institute
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tudent Handout [E¥X]:}

Quotes from Japanese Americans
Quotes for Slide 3. 3A Arrlval at Camp Jerome by Henry Suglmoto

Quote 1
Dear Miss Evanson,

I will start out my letter by wrztmg about the worst thmg I do not want to go away but the
government says we have to go so we have to mind him. It is said in the Japanese paper that
we have to go east of the cascade mt. | mountams] but we were planning to go to Idaho or

Montana.

Now that the war is going on many Japanese men, women and girls are out of jobs and a lot
of my friends are in consertration [concentration] camp. If I go there I hope that I will have
a teacher just like you. And rather more I hope the war will strighten [straighten] out very

soon so that I would be able to attend Washington school
—letter sent by a junior high school student to her former teacher Just pI'lOI‘ to
Executive Order 9066, from Ella C. Evanson Scrapbook, Manuscripts
and University Archives Division, University of Washington Library

Quote 2

Sometime [the train] stop[ped], you know, fifteen to twenty minutes to take fresh air—,;
suppertime and in the desert, in middle of state. Already before we get out of train, army
machine guns lined’ up toward us—not toward other side to protect us, but ltke enéemy,

pointed machme guns toward us. '
——Henry Sugimoto, the artist who painted Arrtval at Camp Jerome'

Quotes for Slide 3.3B: The Loneliness of Poston by George Sogioka

Quote 1

The country—what I have had the strength enough to see is beautiful. The mountains to the

North West are rugged beautzﬁ;l and stony, but oh so treacherous looking.
—Helen Aihara, an internee at the Poston internment camp in Arlzona
recalling her first impressions of the landscape

Quote 2

Be prepared for the Relocation Center, which is a ptoneer community. So bring clothes suited
to pioneer life and in keeping with the climate or climates likely to be involved. Bring warm
clothing even if you are going to a southern area, because the temperatures may range ﬁ'om

freezing in winter to 115 degrees during some periods of the summer.
—from a War Relocation Authority pamphlet
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Student Handout 3.3B'

Quote 3

All ten [i internment camp] sites can only be called godforsaken. They were in places where
nobody lived before and no one has lived since. :
—Roger Daniels, leading authority on the Japanese internment

Quotes for Slide 3.3C: Sandstorm at Topaz by Suiko Mikami

Quote 1

Everybody’s hair and eyebrows would be snow-white with sand.
—Mary Adachi, an internee at the Topaz internment camp in Utah

Quote 2

Down in aur hearts we cried and cursed this government every, tzme ‘when we showered with
sand. We slept in the dust; we breathed the dust; we ate the dust.. -
—Joseph Kurihara;" an mternee at the Manzanar internment camp in California

Quotes for Slide 3.3D: Students Hurry to Class by Kango Takamura

'Quote 1

Sometimes America fazled and suffered Somenmes she made mistakes, great mtstakes
Her hzstory is full of errors, but with each mistake she has learned.... Can we the graduatmg
class of Amache Senior High School believe that America still means freedom, equality,
security, and justice? Do I believe this? Do my classmates believe this? Yes, with all our
hearts, because in that faith, in that hope is my future, and the world’s future.
—excerpt from a graduation valedictory address delivered at the
Amache internment camp in southern Colorado

Quote 2

Between the barracks there was a trellzs with morning glories, forming a tunnel of flowers.
One block in particular was a showplace. Any outside visitors were taken there.
—Sada Murayama, an internee at the Jerome internment camp in Arkansas

Quote 3

It made you feel that you knew what it was to die, to go somewhere you couldn’t take
anything but what you had inside you. And so...it strengthened you. I think from then on
we were very strong. I don’t think anything could get us down now.

—Margaret Takahashi, an internee reflecting on the internment experience
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