
Forms of Government 

How is the Power balanced and 
divided? 



What is Government? 
Social Contract 

The people give up some individual power/freedom in exchange 
they receive some order/protection/security from a government.  
The people remain in charge 

 
How is this the balance achieved? 
 
Through a State 

Population 
Territory 
Sovereignty 
Government 
 

Through Legislative, Executive, and Judicial powers  
 
Creating Public Policy 

All laws, rules, regulations, and court orders created by the gov. 
 

How is Public Policy carried out? 



2 Forms of Government 
Dictatorship and Democracy 

•  In a DICTATORSHIP (or TOTALITARIAN) 
government, the leader has complete control 
over every aspect of civilian life. 
–  Autocracy or Oligarchy 
–  Unlimited Government 
–  Think Fidel Castro in Cuba, or Adolf Hitler in WWII 

Germany or China or the Soviet Union 
 



Democracy 
•  Limited Government 

– Constitution is the rulebook 
– The people remain in control 

•  Ideals/values- Foundations (What makes it 
work) 
– Worth of the individual 
– Equality of all people 
– Majority Rule/ Minority Rights 
– Compromise 
–  Individual Freedom 



 
Where’s the Power? 

Geography and Government 
 •  UNITARY government, all power is 

given to one central, national 
government. 

•  CONFEDERATION government, the 
states have all the power with a weak 
central gov 
 

•  FEDERALIST government, power is 
split between states and federal 
(central) governments. 



How is Power Organized? 

•  In a PRESIDENTIAL government, the  
–  Executive is elected independently  
–  Legislative Branch is elected independently 

•  In a PARLIAMENTARY government, the 
people vote only once for a Parliament 
(legislature- the law makers)  

•  Parliament chooses the Executive (called the 
Prime Minister). 
–  Great Britain has a parliamentary system. 



How much power does the 
Legislative branch have ? 

•  BICAMERAL legislature, 
– Lawmaking split into Two houses  

•  In a UNICAMERAL legislature,  
– Lawmaking split into one house 



How much power do the PEOPLE 
have? 

•  In a DIRECT DEMOCRACY, people vote 
on every single issue.  People create 
the laws and regulations. 

•  In a REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY, 
people choose representatives. Those 
people make laws on BEHALF of their 
constituents. 

 



How is the power of the PEOPLE 
protected? 

•  Constitution guarantees the rights of 
the people, in writing. 

•  Majority Rule with Minority Rights- 
remember who has rights? 

•  Power is always broken up 
– Geography 
– Separation of Powers 
– Checks and Balances 

 



How much power do the 
COURTS have? 

•  INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY 
– Must be free to rule impartially.  Free from 

outside a pressures 
•  JUDICIAL REVIEW is the power of the 

courts to review and declare 
unconstitutional acts of other branches 
of government  


